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June 1, 1948

Rev, Arthur M. Sherman, S.T.D.
802 Broadway '
New York 3, N.Y., U.S. A,

Dear Dr., Sherman:

I received your letter of May 24,and your cablegram referred to in the
letter was received more than a week ago,

Imve already written to Earl Fowler about the re-organization of our
Board of Directors in the field. Since the Executive Committee at its
last meeting decided to have the Annual Meeting of the full Provisional
Board of Directors on June 28, it would not be possible for us to cet

the re-organization’of the Board of Yirectors completed so as to let you
know before Jupe 20, Enclosed I am sending you a copy of my letter to the
different mission heads, and from that you may see that we are doing ev=-
erything possible to get this business of re=-organization of the Board

of Directors underway,

While I am writing, I would like to report to you and through you to the
Huachung Committee that things are very quiet here in Huachung. Today

is June First, and it was this day a year agd when some of the Wuhan Uni-
versity students were killed by the military. For sometime I was afraid
that there might be some studentldisturbances on this day. The government
has been taking very strict prechutions, and I have been talking quietly
to our own students about the‘seriousness of the situation. ’Our students
are very sensible. On Sunday, that is, day before yesterday, some of them
went to Wuhan University to attend a Memorial Ceremony there and came back
without getting. excited. Today they are all going to classes, With this
day over I-am confident that we shall be able to complete the term without
any mishap, unless there should be somé unexpected event arising from the
general situation, which is not likely.

Prices are rising, but the rate of exchange for the Americin dollar 1s stili
in our favor, and the Executive Committee of the Board of Yirectors has de-
cided to make a special bonus for the faculty and staff members with the
US$2,500 made svailable by the United Board., As‘a whole, we have been pay-
ing more to our people than Wuhan University has, but we have to bear in
mind always that the government universities permit théir members of the
faculty and staff to carry extra outside jobs with pay, while everyone of"*
our people here is devoting his whole time to the work in the university,
7

/

With the best wisheggnd affectionate regards,

)

As ever,

‘ Forcces 72
B Cl (? : .
Y. oA “F2ccec C. 2Ly
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June 1, 1948

DI‘. Fr&nCiS Co I\to 1I‘Jej.
Huachung University
Wuchang , Hupeh, China

My dear Francis:

I am enclbsing herewith a copy of the minutes of the meet ing of

the Huachung Commi . tee of the United Board for Christian Colleges

in China acting for the time being as the Board of Directors of
Huachung University held.on kKay fifth. 1 do not think any special
comment by me is ne cessary as the minutes are quite clear and und er-
standable.

This will acknowledge your letter of lMay nineteenth. I am amazed

at the varicus actions and recommendations by the Planning Committee.
Their minds seem to be as changable as most wogens. . Last autumn

they were planning on three or four faculty residences and at that
time the Huachung Committee approved of three residences being con-
structed. Later letters mentioned four to six faculty residences.
Your present letter speaks of twelve. They are also recommending
changes that even have not been presented to the Huachung Committee
for approval. .

There are two actions in the minutes of the meeting I have enclosed
that have a bearing on these plans. Vote #447 has to do with action
to be taken after the architects plans for new buildings in relation
to the whole campus are received. 1 am sure you do nct anticipate
starting comstruction on any buildings until plans for the campus
have been received and accepted. Vote #449 has to do with the new
buildings contemplated and that the action be approved when plans
are given for four faculty residences instead of the three referred
to above in the action of last October.

I am sure you recall that the Huachung Committee has not ever approved
of a total student enrollment of over five hundred.

If negotiations have been completed for the purchase of the Chekiang
Guild property you and your associates deserve great credit for thiaA5




Dr. Francis C. M. Wei

achievement. The University has hoped tc have this property for so
many years that there is real satisfaction now to obtain it, I1f the
purchase is completed for approximately 517,000.00 as you mentioned
that is again a real achievement.

I was mighty sorry that it was necessary to cut the Huachung appro-
priation from $12,000 to $11,000.00. As you recall, I was in Cuba
during the end of last year. I was away during the December meeting
of the National council when these plans were made fcr cutting the
budget at the February meeting of the National Council. There was
nothing I could do to avoid it. I think your budzet has the first
call cn the $2,500.00 received from the United Bcard for Christian
Colleges in China. As you know, this along with the $2,500.00 re-
ceived about Christmastime was a result of the special campaign to
raise $600,000.00. Of: this $600,000.00, $200,000,00 was raised from
mission boards. $52,000,00 cf that money came from the National
Council. It was our share for cur interests in €hristian colleges
in China. Besiies Huachung, St. John's and Ginling. I alsc wrcte
to many private individuals requesting them to send their contri-
butions direct to the United Bovard. Therefore, 1 do not knuw how
much more than the $52,000.00 we had a hand in raising. Aftcr the
budget requirements are met it is quite in order for the Executive
Comrittee tc consider using the rest cf the money for the benefit

of the bonus of members o¢f the faculty and staff.

1 am very sorry to have to tell ycu that $1,200.00 raised fcr your
salary by St. James Church School 1is part of their regular quota

tc the National Council. They simply ask for some specific. project
to designate their contributicn to. This wou:d not be an appropria-
tion over and above the $1,200.00 for lluachung. It is simply that
St. James Church School takes as its Lenten Project, your salary
which counts on the regular gucta of St. James Church and is part

of the regular budget.

I want to congratulate you and Huachung University on the honor that
the Ministry of Kducation of the National Government has conferred
upon you by granting you the Victory Medal. This is a great dis-
tinction even though many of them may have been conferred. I will
pass on this information to the next meet ing of the Huachung Com-
mittee of the United Board.

With very best wishes and kind regards.

Very cordially yours,

J. Earl Fowler
Associate Secretary




o 3 8 P X &

HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY
WUCHANG, CHINA
CO-OPERATING UNITS TEL. ADDRESS: ‘‘WUCHANG 8344""

BOONE COLLEGE FHHE . KEA=NMN

GRIFFITH JOHN COLLEGE
HUPING COLLEGE % B # o8 R
WESLEY COLLEGE ‘

PRESIDENT
YALE-IN-CHINA COLLEGE .

FRANCIS CHO MIN WEI, PH.D.,D.C.L.,L ,H.D.,

CHINA MISSION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
June 3, 1948

Rev. Arthur M, Sherman, S.T.D.
802 Broadway '
New York 3, N.Y., U.S.A,

Dear Dr. Sherman:

“ince I dictated my last letter to you, Professor Fu has come in and informed
me that he is definitely accepting-the British Council Fellowship to go to
Cambridge University for two years, and so he is declining the United
Board Fellowship to go to America,

On June 1,I sent to Fowler the following cablegram:

"FOVLER INFORM MCMULLIN SHEMAN FU MAOCHI ACCEPTING BRITISH
FELLOWSHIP TOR TVO YEARS STOP CASLE IF UNITID BOARD FELLOW-

oIl L w1lUZ QNI B A

SHIP LJX*_J;JAZ ANOTHER IJ&JH[FTG MAN,

This cableg ranfmst have already reached Fowler's hands, and you may have
already been informed about it,

It is very difficult for Fu to resist the temptation of/tno ears f ellowship
to go to Cambridge University in Ingland because the United oard Fellows hip
is only for one year, although it offers a h¢5ner stipend. IHowever, expenses
in America are hig ner now than those-in England. He is a very “romlslnc
young scholar in Chinese Linguistics, and that is why the British Council has
made such an attractive offer to him. '

Since Ifr. Fu is not going to make use of the United Fellowship, is there any
chance of another candidate recommended by us this spring getting the fellow-
ship relinquished by Mr. Fu?

Time is getting very late, and we would wish to have the information if
another one of our faculty is going to go to America this summer on the United
Board Fellowship.

While T am writing, I wish to report also that yesterday John Coe and I
went to see a contracftor about the erection of our houses and the extension
of the New Yen Hostel, The contractor is Mrs, Shen, a Methodist Christian, -
who has been working for many chuthes and Christian schools in this center,
and who has been found very satisfactory. It iseasier to put up the build-
ings by contract than to try to do them ourselves, since it is not so easy to
get all the building material and to managé the labore Ifrs. Shen's son, who
is doing the business, will come to see Mr. Coe sometime this week-end, pro-
bably on Saturday. As soon as the contract is signed, I shall let you know.
For .the present we are doing only the Yen Hostel ext@n ion and eight to ten
houses to cost around YS! 352,000, of which about Us? 9, OOO will come out of
funds already in China, deSLTHlted for building purposes.

7ith e very good wish, Yours rs as ever
FOMW /MRC

b
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June 4, 1948

Dr. Francis C. M. Vel
Huachung University -
Wuchang, Hupeh, China

My dear Francis:

This will acknowledge your letters of kay twenty-fcurth and twenty-
seventh which have just arrived this week.,

Dr. Sherman and Mr. Lyford are coming in early next week to dlscuss
your letter of the twenty-fourth regarding the general plan of the

University campus and the property buildings. 1 hope by that time

we will have heard frow lkr. Bergamini,

I greatly appreciated your letter of a more personal nature regarding
John. You will be glad to know that Dr. Blen seehied very pleased when
1 tcld him that it was my understanding thut/John was supposed to re-
turn to Huachung after his studies in this country as an obligation
due to the National Council fellowship assistance. 1 sincerely hope
that everything works out satisfactorily and that he will take his
place on the faculty. As far as I am concerned it would be an irre-
parable loss to Huachung and our Church work to have John go else-
where. - The more qualities John has that are like his father the
better satisfied we will be and the more ur gent the need is for

his return to Huachung. I thoroughly understand your position and

" dc not expect to tell John what to do.

The occasion of sending John 080,00 from your funds here will give

me occasion to to write to Johfi and I will take the liberty of men-
tioning his return to Huachung.” If it will not interfere with his

connections with Huachung I would have no objection to his staying

on another year for research work, after he receives his Ph.D.. 1

assume he will receive a fellowship of remuneration which will take
care of this additional expense.

With very best wishes and kind regards.

Very cordially yours,

J. Barl Fowler f&
 Associate Secretary //,ﬁ'

2
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June 8, 1948
Mr. J. Barl Fowler, Associate Secretary

Huachung Committee

Church Missions House

281 Fourth Avenué-

New York 10, N.Y., U.S.A.

My dear Earl:

Your letter of June 12 arrived at my office on the evening of Sunday, June 6,
and Monday being a very busy day, I had time only to read it over hurriedly,

together with the Minutes of the meeting of the Huachung Committee‘acting as

the Board of Directors of Huachung University, held on May 5, 1948,

It happened that yesterday in the afternoon after the meeting of the General
Faculty, there was a special meeting of the Senate, which lasted for only one
hour. I took the opportunity of reporting to that Senate meeting two para-
graphs in your letter which had to do with theé-Planning, referring particularly
to two actions of the Huachung Committee: viz., Vote LL7-and Vote K49, The
Senate will have its regular monthly meeting next Monday, the 14th, and your
whole letter, together with the Minutes of the Huachung Committee, will be
reported in detail,

I believe that my letter of !May 21 reporting on the General Planning and the
buildings to be immediately erected crossed your letter of June 1. Presumably
you have already received my letter of May 21, and a cablegram frém the Hua-
chung Committee or its Interim Committee will be coming very soon.

It was very thoughtful of the Huachung Committee to take Action #L17, so that
the Interim Committee of the Huachung Committee may have power to act on the
report of the architect concerning the new buildings, received during an inter-
val between meetings of the Huachung Committee of the United Board for Christ-
ian Colleges in China,

I wish to assure the Huachung Committee that the Senate here and its Planning
Committee have taken every caré to spend as little money as possible and to
spend it as wisely as possible, In your letter you made a very pointed com-
ment that the Planning Committee here seems to be changing its mind very fre=-
quently, It is+true that some months ago we were contemplating only four fac-
ulty residences, but later we found that it would cost more-and-more to rent
houses outsidé for our faculty members., Certainly it is becoming cheaper to
build our own. During this current year we have rented only two houses, and
the rent we have to pay is far more than the cost of building our own hduses
if we take, say, L% of the cost as interest and 6% as replacement value.,
So when yhe lease expires in August, we want to terminate itlif we should by

" that time be able to have our own houses for'use. That would mean the erect-
i"n of two more houses of the permanent type., |

.
Then there is the question of erecting a permanent hostel for men. That cer-
tainly ought to be a strong building using concrete and steel. It is very

”
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vr,  J, Earl Fowler -- 2, June &, 1948

difficult to zet steel at the present time e xcept at a scarcity price.

Cement is available, bhut there is a cement factory in the process of comple-
tion near Shih Huei Yao, which is only a half a day by boat down the river.
Dr, Tregear visited that factory inearly April during the spring vacation,
and he-brought back the report that when the factory is completed by néxt
spring, it should be turning out one thousand tons of cement every dav,‘which
surely will bring down the price of cement. For this and other reasons,

it is the recommendation of the Senate that we should delay the erection of

a permanent hostel for men. Instead, we would vacate from Poyu Hostel four
of the faculty and staff families which have been occupying one-half of the
hostel since we returned to Wuchang from Yunnan two years ago. By vacating
those families from the building we ought to be able to take care of 35 to LO
more students, and that would'give sufficient-a¢c¢ommodations for our men
students during the next year, But this would mean the erection of four more
residences, making a total of ten. This is the reaspn why the Blanning-
Committee ' has been changing its recommendation Er@ﬁgTour;six residence, and
now are recommending to erect ten instead of the four-six.

[ There is no way of giving more accommodation to the women students nex Sep-
| tember except by completing the New Yen Hostel, which was only partly fin-
‘ished by Mr, Bergamini in September 1937 after the war had already broken out
in China., To ¢omplete this hostel we must use concrete and steel, but only
for the floors. The plan as d6riginally prepared by !Mr. Bergamini carried
the New Yen Hostel about 45 ft. to a point a little short of the southern
edge of the Old Yen Hostel, This was the original recommendation of the Plan-
ning Committee to the Senate; they further recommended that t%g present
kitchen and thé bathroom over it be torn down and rebuilt as 3 in a very
poor condition., After looking the matter over again, the Planning Committee
recommended that instead of building a separate kitchen and bathroom, the
New Yen Hostel be carried straight through to the north edge of the present 01d
Yen Hostel, making an addition of 92 ft. instead of 45 ft. as originally rec-
ommended.  The first floor would consist of a kitchen and serving room on the
north end. The remainder of the first floor would be used for a dining room,
which it is estimated would hold as many girls as can be accommodated in
both the 0ld and the New Yen Hostels, At the'present time the dining room in
the 01d Yen Hostel is inadequate, and if free, could be used for other pur-
poses, The north end of the second and third floors would be used for toi-
lets and bathrooms. The remainder of the second and third floor would be
for dormitory accommodations for women students., This would give slightly
\more dormitory accommédation than was contemplated when the addition was to
be carried only 45 ft.

/ /

It is the recommendation of the Planning Committee, approved by the Senate,
that all the Mew houses be erected on the grave land to the south of the
proposed middle road instead of erécting some of them on the City Wall land
and‘some of them on the grave land., The City Wall land is not very easy to
use, and the Planning Committee felt that without the services of an archi-
tect it would not be possible to build satisfactory houses on the City Wall
and. This means a modification to the recommendation on thé location of
Z&he residences reported on Page Seven in my letter of May 21,

{

‘

Mr, Coe and I went to see a contractor, Han Hsieh-sen, the firm‘which built
Wuhan University before the war, Griffith John Church in Hankow, and a few
months ago the I Hsun Middle School for Girls of the London Mission in Han-
kow. The family which owns the firm are Methodist Christians, and they have °
been most reasonable in dealing with Christian institutions in their business,




Mr.-J, Earl Fowler -- 3. June 8, 1948

J

Mr;.Shen, the manager of the firm, came over on Saturday, June 5% and Ir,
Coe took him to look over the land on which we proposé to build the ten
tesidences beyond the city moat; and Mr., Shen did not seem to have any hesi-
tation in using that land for the residences.

e are waiting for your approval by cable before we sign any contract with
/ the contractor, if he should present a reasonable estimate, There is a very
i serious question whether the residences will be completed by the contractor
before September 10, but they ought to be ready for occupancy by that time
as the families must move in in order to make room for students in Poyu’Hos-
tel., The extension of the New Yen Hostel will take an even longer time, pro-
bably way into th iddle of the coming term. Even though we should start
the construction the end of June, it would take at least four and a half
months and that would mean that the work would be completed only by the mid-
dle of Jovembef. The houses may take only about eighty days.

Last week I was at the American Consulate, and discussed the matter with the
‘American Consul as to the advisability of investing money in the buildings

we propose to start immediately., His idea was that it would be justifiable
;for us to spend the money we propose to spend if t he buildings were needed

to give more comfort to the facultv and students. What we propose to build
fat this time is just for that purpose, and not for any expansion at all. This
is another reasprwhy we are postponing for the time belnﬁ the erection of

the men's hostel, which would be one of the major bulldlngs.

| I hope the Interim Committee will be able to reach a decision on our report
as presented in my letter of May 21, together with this letter as a supple-
ment to it, and will send us a cable so that we may immediately take the

| matter up with the contractor and avoid further delay. ‘e have been waiting
so long because it is-the desire of the Administration at least not to do
anything out of order, as far as approval from the Huachung Committee is con-
cerned,
J

Yours cordially, 5

Tz ccess O 7227 L%

FCMW/MRC




Reverdale Imm
ulhi' N.Y.
June 22,1948

My dear Francis:

This is the fourth or fifth letter which I have started to
you in the last three months. The ethers became so old in process of
getting born that they were not worth mailing.

You muet have wondered what was the matter with me and cem
tainly I have wondered myself. Probably Arthur and Earle must have
given you their impressions. At first I thought it was simply a temp
orary disturbance of merves, but now I have to conclude that Father &
Time is in control for the present, at least.

We have rented our house in Emglewood for three months and
our family of five is spread out in various directions. We are heopiig
that such a progrem will be a good change for us all. I propose to give
as little thought as plesible to U.Se polities, world disturbances,
China troubles, etc, and simply vegetate zs for as the newspepers,ra-
dio, otee will permite

I propose to finish and wail thie letter before I start on
such a program, howevers

I hove you will tell my friends at Huachung thet my intereg
in the Univereity has not decreased at all, but that my state of
health girply makes it impossible to cerry on the duties which I hove
enjoyed so much in the puste I am hoping thet these three months will
give me some vigor, but I doubt if I can be of mueh help hereafier,
except a8 & counsellore I am simply holding on as Treasurer untilthe
consolidation in the United Board will be complete and my job for
lHuachung will be turned over to the financial staff of that Boarde.

Everything seems to going on in the Huachung orgenizaiifon
better t)en in any of the other universities and therefore the delay
in the transfer has not caused any criticisme I hope we can rechiwe
before long the 1946=47 and 1947«48 reports from John foe. These will
form a sterting point for the new prafedure, but if we have to make
the move hefore they arrive it will be difficult to aveid some con-
fusion for a while. I hope thut when I get back in Septmmber I
shall be of some use in adjusting thess metters.

No doubt Dr Shermen or lires Fowler has reported to you the sub-
stance of our discussion of your plans for additions to the campus. T
wag in fairly good shape when we met and fully agree with them, but I
will add a few pewsonal impressions. regarding the gemeral plen as itz
appears to an old engineers
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(a) Pudging from explanetions by Shermem and Fouler ee to topo-
graphy and type of existing structures, this is the hest genmeral ar-
gangement that I have seene A plam to include the Guild property may
ba still better.

(b) The structures which you porpose te btuild at once will mot
occupy spacos where they may present serious obstecles to modificatiom
in the use of the eampus later, as the university shall expande

(e) The arrangement of hostels and faculty residences on the
property purchascd before the war, does not appeal to we at alle I re-
commend an arrangement for students more like the residential campuses
at Yalee Under such o plen only a few faculty members ure in residemce
on the student camrus and these are carefully seledted to their abile
ity and et in hendling personnel pgotles. Only a limited number have
this abiﬁty although they may he fine teachers and directors of re=-
searche.

(d) These comments are made before seeing kr. Bergamini's report,
whieh ghould have reached l¥r. Fowler by now but which T have not seens

There ie one other matder om which I will offer my personal im=
pressions snd juighent. This pertaiws to the probedbility of suffictent
support frm the United States for the Churches, Colleges, un? other
Christian sctivities in China during the next few years.

The time of generous contributions from business corporations and
personnl estatcs generslly is ended for ithe present at leust. ‘e shall
have to depend upon the churches, religious erganigations, and bene-
volent astates such as heve provided vost of our income bLefore the
Japenese invasion. The funds therefore will come to China wostly throbgh
the forwmer chamnels and such expansion of channels &s can be developede.

This hss been foreseen by the afficials of the, United Board and is
one of the main reasons for caution about erpo.nlio; about wvhieh so mueh
ras been said end writtene Our expsusion to double our prover student
body, much ag it is justified, is quite out of line with this develop-
ment in our resourcese Except for the necessity of close cooperation
with the other Chrietian universities, I am quite in accord with your
policy, and therefore heve not raised any objection, but I am sure yeu
should nmot inerease your student body, and therefore your housing ca-
pacity szbove 600 until conditioms in China and im the Umited States
have beabei¥larified greatly, which may mean & number of years. If you
were here and eould study the world conditions as we see them, I am

sure you would agree with me.

There is no question of justification for the expansion of all
the Christisn universities and espeeislly for Huachung, but there is
a grave questiom timing, in whieh the United States and England are involved as

0 @G e v g A‘v B BN THGO T ol ml, e

LATAN a4 s Tak O X0 S oL




mach ag Chine,

ne thing mores= I em mot sure that one paregreph in your letter
W=l 23 of 1 22 was answered by ¥r. Fowler. This pertsins to the
use of the so=-called "Tree Funds" of the Universitys. The "{rritatiom
of some members of the old Huachung Board” was limited to the Yalee
in=-China represemtatives who were forced with the meed for even heanded
suppert of the persons¥l of all the institutions in Chima for which
they ere responz=ibles This irritetion disappeared lomg sfo. The po=
licy of holding these fuhds in reserve has been vindicatedfully by
the events since the policy was adopted. I wish we eould provide libere
ally for the needs of all our flaeuliy and staff, but we can only en-
deevor to make all the available funds go as far as possibles Our
suceess thus for is proved to some extent by the standing which Huachung
bes in the pinds of the ?mittoc on Finence of the United Board.

The words "we" and "our" in the above paragraphs mean the exe
scutive staffs in China snd New York, acting under the leadership of
you, our President, and I hope with a true Christian spirit of con-
sideration for all the faculty and ut*t bodye.

Please give my warmest regerds to all my Huachung friends ,
which imclude those whom I luow only Ly nemee If I was a few years
younger I should eertainly hope for an eprortunity to come to see
you 8lle

Free Lyford and my da‘zhtor. Clive, who &re with mey send you
their affebtionnte grestings, and we would all like to be remembered
to the Warie, Coes, and los.

Very sincerely,

PeSe This letter has been typed by my daughter as part of her
practice and she apologises for the many mistukesd

PeSe2+ Plonse sddress anyppersonel letters to me ot 54 Dena Place,
Englewoedy, NeJe+ and send letters regarding university matters
to Haii Fowler at 281.
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June 30, 1948

‘ire David We Ko Au, Hone Secretary /

Board of Directors ~ Ok 7:», /LA“‘M/) y
‘t. John's University qr7 St @ Lestoh Beclle
C/o Butterfield & Swire's (L76600¢ )
Shanghai N

My dear lr. Au:

I received yesterday your letter of June 25, and I was very sorry o
hear of the recent t roubles among the students in St. John's University.

In days like these a university president has no eusy Job, and some=-
times he is not entirely responsible for the behavior of the students.
St. John's University and its Fresident have my deepest sympathye

It is very kind of the Board of Ste. John's University to extend to me
again the invitation to become the President of the Universitye. 1 re~
ceived the first invitation about the same time two years ago while I
was in England, and it was not due to any lack of time for considera=-
tion that I declincd the offer. Even at that time I was able to see
the issue quite clearlye.

I have been serving my Alma Mater here for thirty=-eight years, and
since 1926 I have been icting President and then I'resident of Huachung
University, in which now Boone University has_the leading part. Ve
have just finished the third year of the Ten-lear Plan, and our devel=-
opment has already reached the fifth year. It is very challenging

to take a few years more to complete this plan, which is a very inter-
esting one. Howcver, I have been president for too longz a time, and at
the same time Loth my Chinese and English manuscripts have been piling
up, with still a few more ideas to put in writing to get them off my
cheste I would like to be released even from my present administra-
tive work in order to devote more time to another type of service. So
when our Board of Directors met day before yesterday I urged them to
find my successor, but they voted unanimously not to release me from
the of{ice. Therefore, I have to put adsde again my own interest in
order to do the work to which I have been called. t would not be pPoOS-
sible for the Huachung Board of Directors to release me although they
may share my feeling that the needs of St. John's may be greater than
those in Huachunge.

Please convey my regrets to your Board of Directors and sssure them of
my continued deep interest in the welfare of St. John's.

With cordial regards,

Yours sincerely,
FCMW /MmC




June 30, 1948

Dr. Francis C. M, Wei
Huachung University
Wuchang, Hupeh, China

My dear Francis:
I have Jjust sent you the following cable:

"BERGAMINI CABLE RECEIVED STOP AUTHORIZE PROCEED CONSTRUC-
TION WITH DUE CONSIDERATION BERGAMINI'S SUGGESTIONS"

We anticipate that you will take up direct with Mr, Bergamini the
suggestions that he has made and that any construction will have

his full approval, The following is the copy of the cable we re-
ceived from Mr. Bergamini:

"CABLING WEI APPROVE EXTENSION YEN HOSTEL SEVENTY FEET NORTH
NOT NINETYTWO FEET STOP WHAT DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION FACULTY
RESIDE'CES SCUTHERN EDGE PROJECTED MIDDLE ROAD STOP WHO PLANS
AND SUPERVISES CONSTRUCTION""

Please keep us informed regarding the answers to the queries in
Bergamini's cable.,

This will acknowledge your letter of June eighth. 1 have had it
for several days but have waited until we heard from Bergamini be-
fore replying. I know that you know me well enough to realize thct
any pointed comments in my letters are not made with any particular
animosity. I am frightfully overburdened with work and pressed for
time., I try to make my letters as brief as possible and some com-
ments may be pointed due to the pressure of other problems.

You mentioned in your letter that there is no plan for any expan=-
sion but under the present building projects you mentioned in other
paragraphs that arrangements will accammodate more students for
both men and women, The Huachung Committee and also the United
Board for Christian Colleges do not anticipate any real immediate
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increase in student enrollment. We appreciate that it is necessary
to take fifteen per cent more students than you want to have in
order to maintain a definite number of regular students. That is,
in order to have a student body of five hundred at the beginning

of the year it will be necessary to have from five hundred and Tifty
to five hundred and seventy-five students. I am sure you do not
anticipate more than this number.

In the rough drawing of the campus that you sent us the row of
faculty residences along the south side of the proposed middle
road would appear to be barracks type tenements, If this is the
case none of us who have seen the plan are impressed. We hope
there will not be a long row of residences Joined together, A
duplex house would be quite all right but putting more than two-
family houses together would not be very desirable on a University
campus, We note that the latest suggestion by the Planning Com~
mittee approved by the Senate is to build all of the new houses

on the grave land south of the proposed middle road, The indi-
vidual houses set apart on the old city wall look like a much more
desirable arrangement, However, if it is impossible to build the se
houses with the present supervision 1 suppose 1t is not advisable
to go ahead with the former plan, There is nothing for us to do
but leave it up to the judgment of the authorities there in China,
with Mr, Bergamini's approval,

We were all very happy to receive word that you had concluded the
negotiations and purchased the Chekiang Guild, This is a real ac-
complishment, We all hope that Gommencement on Friday, the twenty-
fifth was very successful and a happy oceasion for all,

With very best wishes and kind regards,

Very cordially yours,

~

J. Earl Fowl er
Assoc late Secretary




Letter from Francis C, i, #Wel to J. Barl Fowler dated July 6,1948

Dear Farl:

T wish to write and report to the United Hoard through the
Huachung Committee that on June 25 we had our commencement
exercises, which oclosed anéther peaceful year in Huachung,

‘hers were only twenty graduates, together with two left
over from last year, making a totgl of twenty-two, It was

a sma.l class because it came back with thw University from
Hsichow two years ago when most of the students found it ime
possible to come so far, Deginning next year, we shall have
larger classes of graduates, probably abocut 45 a year from
now, and twiow ns many the year latsr,

On June 22, the Eoard of Ulrectors, as appointed by the co-
operating missions, the alumni, and one non-voting member fron
the Svangelical United Bretheren Mission, met and voted to
have the board of directors of Huachung !niversity reorganized
according to the Constitution., The official !'inutes are<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>